
How to use this guide: This fall we invite you to join our church family in digging deeper into the
Scripture(s) preached each Sunday. We believe life change happens best in the context of small
community where you can engage God's Word while inviting people into your life to encourage you
to continue growing in Christ-likeness.

Background: One common trait that nearly all people share is that we like to be recognized when
we do something good for someone else. However, the desire for recognition can lead a person to
do righteous activities for the wrong reasons. In first century Israel, the three pillars of a pious life
were giving, prayer and fasting. As Jesus continues teaching His followers in Matthew 6 He shows
them how citizens of the kingdom are to give and the importance of having the right heart or motive
behind our actions.

Getting Started: Personal Study
1. Read Matthew 6:1-4.
2. What images come to mind when you think of the hypocrites Jesus mentions in Matthew 6:2?
3. What is the difference in "not practicing your righteousness in front of others to be seen by
them," and Jesus instruction in Matthew 5:16, "Let your light shine before others, so they may
see your good deeds...?"

4. What does Jesus mean when He says, "... do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing?"

5. What tempts us to become hypocritical in the way we give to others?
6. What is the difference between the reward the Father gives and the reward we receive from
others?

Digging Deeper: Scripture Connections
1. Many passages in the Old Testament address how God's people are to care for the needy.
How are the poor cared for in the following passages?
Exodus 22:25-27 Deuteronomy 14:28-29 & 26:12; 15:7-11; 24:14-15; 24:19-22

2. It is possible to provide care for those who are in need, but not have the right heart motivating
our actions. What do the following Proverbs reveal about someone who is genuinely kind and
generous to those in need?
Proverbs 14:21; 14:31; 19:17; 22:9; 28:8; 28:27

3. Why do you think the scriptures give such great promise for those who give unselfishly?

Getting Together: Group Study & Discussion
1. Read Matthew 6:1-4 as a group.
2. Share insights you learned from Old Testament passages in the Digging Deeper section.
3. Have you ever wanted to "sound the trumpets," when you gave or were generous to someone?
4. The word hypocrite comes from the world of theater. Why is that an appropriate word for Jesus
to use in regards to how we give?

5. How is our giving to be done differently than others.
6. What is the real issue that Jesus wants his people to address in their giving?
6. How have you experienced reward for the way you give?
7. Close out by praying that your group members lives would be free from hypocrisy in they way
they give.
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