
How to use this guide: This fall we invite you to join our church family in digging deeper into the
Scripture(s) preached each Sunday. We believe life change happens best in the context of small
community where you can engage God's Word while inviting people into your life to encourage you
to continue growing in Christ-likeness.

Background: In Matthew 6:5-15 Jesus continued to address the three pillars of piety (giving, prayer,
and fasting, in Jewish life by addressing how a citizen of the coming kingdom should pray. As He
presents them with the Lord's prayer He presents 6 petitions. The first three oriented to the coming
kingdom, and the second three as requests in light of living in the period before the kingdom is
fully realized.

Getting Started: Personal Study
1. Read Matthew 6:5-15.
2. What are the natural divisions in the Lord's prayer?
3. What is the focus for each division?
4. How do pagan prayers (v. 7) differ from the persistent prayers of a Christian?
5. If God already knows what we need, why should we pray to Him?
6. What does the phrase, "Our Father, who is in heaven..." tell us about God?
7. What does it mean to "hallow," God's name?
8. How does praying the Lord's prayer keep your priorities in order?
9. How does praying for daily bread influence your relationship with God?
10. How is the Father's forgiveness related to our forgiveness toward others? (v. 12, 14-15)
11. How do your normal prayers need to change to more closely reflect the Lord's prayer?

Digging Deeper: Scripture Connections
1. Throughout scripture God has demonstrated a deep intimate relationship with His people. Read
and interact with the following passages and take note of how God positions himself with His
people.

Exodus 4:21-23 Deuteronomy 8:1-5 Hosea 11:1-4
2. God is pictured as a Father in various texts. How do these passages show Him in that role?

Deuteronomy 1:29-31 Psalm 103:13-14 Proverbs 3:11-12 Isaiah 63:15-64:12
3. How do these passages anticipate the requests Jesus makes in the Lord's prayer?

Proverbs 30:7-9 Exodus 16:13-19 Ezekiel 36:23

Getting Together: Group Study & Discussion
1. Read Matthew 6:5-15 as a group.
2. How should our attitude in prayer keep us from praying like the pagans?
3. What did you learn about the Fatherhood of God in the Old Testament in the Digging Deeper
section?

4. How does unforgiveness cause problems in our prayer life?
5. Where are you pleased or encouraged in your own prayer life as you study the Lord's prayer?
6. Where are you discouraged or recognize a need for correction in your prayer life as you study the
Lord's prayer?

7. What difference does it make when you slow down to understand the words of the Lord's prayer,
rather than just saying them quickly from memory?

8. Is there any person in your life that you need to seek out to forgive or be forgiven so that your
relationship with the Father will not be broken?
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